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OTKPBLITUE U PACOIPOCTPAHEHUE COBPEMEHHOM YCTHOHN
NCTOPUU HA TPAAMIIMOHHYIO UHCTOPUOI'PAD®UIO

AHHOmMayua: 6 nocieoHue 200bl NONYIAPHLIM CMANO0 UCNONIL30BAHUE VYCIMHBIX
NOBECMBOBAHULL U3VUEHUU UCMOPUU KAK 6 KUMAUCKOU, Max u 6 3apyOexicHou
ucmopuoepagpuu. Ycmuas ucmopusi Kax @opma ucmopuuecko2o ucciedo8aHusl
CbICPANA YHUKALHYIO DOJIb 8 COOelCmEUU NONYIAPUAYUU UCOPUYECKUX 3HAHULL
cpeou wupokou odbwecmeeHnocmu, u 6 konye 1970-x 20006 Kumatickue uCmopuxu
Hawam usyyams YCMHYI0 ucmopuio. B meuenue cneoyrowux mpex oecsmunemuil
U3yyeHue YCMHOU UCMOPUU PACUUPUTIOCL U YeTYOULOCh, U OHO NPEBPAMUIOCH 8
ompacibL UCMOpu4eckou Oucyuniunvl. Mcmopusi — 2mo Oucyuniuna ¢ OaeHUMU
MpaouyusMu, Komopas NOCMOAHHO 0OHOBIAEMCA NO Mepe PA36UMUsL 4el08eUeCcKo20
obwecmea. Kaoxcoas snoxa umeem c6oto ucmopuozpagpuio, u Kaxcoas 3moxa umeem
ceoti cmunb U unocopuro, omauunsie om ceoux npeouiecmseeHnuxkos. Cospemennas
VCMHAs UCOpUsL KaK HO8Asl (hopma ucmopuocpaguu naciedyem mpaouyuoHHyO
ucmopuozpaghuio, Ho 8blpabOManNa c80U YHUKAIbHbIE XAPAKMEPUCMUKU C MOYKU
3penus gurocopuu u MemooonocUU UCCIe008aHUs, U ee Hauboee OMAUYUMENbHOU
Yyepmotl s618emcs Npopvle U pacuiuperue mpaouyuorHou ucmopuozpaguu 8o
MHO2UX OMHOUEHUAX. MO NPOAGIAEMCS 2NA8HbIM 00pA30M 8 pacuupeHuu 00vekma
uccne0o8anusi  YCMHOU  UCMOPUU,  3HAYUMENbHOM  YBeIUYeHUU  COOepHCaHUs
ucciedo8anus, nepexooe om 00HO20 CPeoOCmea UCCe008AHUSL K HECKONbKUM (opmam

UCCTIEO0BAHUAL.
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Abstract: in recent years, there has been a boom in the study of history using
oral narratives in both Chinese and foreign historiography. Oral history, as a form of
historical research, has played a unique role in promoting the popularization of his-
torical knowledge among the public, and in the late 1970s Chinese historians began
to study oral history. Over the next three decades, the study of oral history has ex-
panded and deepened, and it has developed into a branch of the historical discipline.
History is a discipline with a long tradition, and one that is constantly being updated
as human society evolves. Each era has its own historiography, and each era has a
different style and philosophy from its predecessors. Modern oral history, as a new
form of historiography, inherits traditional historiography, but has developed its own
unique characteristics in terms of research philosophy and methodology, and its most
distinctive feature is its breakthrough and expansion of traditional historiography in
many ways. This is mainly manifested in the extending of the object of research in
oral history, the significant increase in the content of research, and the move from a

single means of research to multiple forms of research.

Keywords: oral history, traditional historiography, methodological searches,

sociological research.

Oral history is a leap forward from traditional historiography. Modern oral histo-

ry first appeared in the United States in the 1930s — 1940s. Half a century before that,
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European Enlightenment, democratic, and socialist thinkers and scholars had already
tried to use oral history to conduct social surveys, record social and historical events,
and corroborate their research in intellectual and cultural theories. Their research re-
flects the desire of some educated people to record or reflect on the path of human
society and its civilization from various perspectives, including political, economic,
cultural, and racial, and to record the events and needs of people in the late transition
from modern to modern society or at the beginning of modernization. This ideologi-
cal tendency to record and reflect on the thought processes of ordinary people and
their life paths in a secular way is reflected in the field of history as the New Histori-
ography. The new historiographical trend has had an important impact on oral history
by advocating and promoting specialized studies in popular history, social history,
cultural history, and holistic history. It is in these specialized historical studies that
oral history has developed its value and its methodological strengths and its methodo-
logical advantages, and has achieved mutual integration and promotion with the
trends of historical science. Until the breakthrough and transcendence of traditional
historiography.

After the Second World War, the communication and transportation industries
in the major economically developed countries of the West became increasingly ad-
vanced, and political and business leaders no longer only used letters to exchange in-
formation, but communicated directly and quickly through telephones and various
advanced communication tools, leaving much less documents. In addition, the estab-
lishment of a network of public libraries at different levels in developed countries
made access to public documents increasingly convenient, and ordinary people had
easy access to interview materials documenting the activities of political dignitaries,
which greatly increased the motivation of oral history writers. Furthermore, the polit-
ical activities of national leaders and other dignitaries became increasingly frequent,
and it was unlikely that complete written records would be kept at all times and in all
places. The modern establishment and application of oral history has largely compen-
sated for the lack of modern and contemporary documentary political history. The

Center for Oral Studies at Columbia University in the United States, the birthplace of
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Western oral history research, pioneered oral history research in the collection and
organization of modern political history. The largest oral research project in the Unit-
ed States is the Center's federally funded oral study of all U.S. presidents.

Since the emergence of history as an independent discipline from the 1920s to
the 1930s, there has been little change in the form of presentation. Although the re-
search process was often supported by physical evidence, the monotonous and archa-
ic form of presentation often created a dull atmosphere in historiography and failed to
give a true picture of the past. However, with the progress of the times, modern sci-
ence and technology such as audio, video, and internet have provided the material ba-
sis for the change of historiography. Oral history not only makes the written expres-
sions vivid and popular, but also enables the preservation of valuable historical mate-
rials in a complete and realistic way by means of spoken word, music, film, and
speech, so that people can directly observe, appreciate, and evaluate them. The origi-
nal living history can be reproduced in a fuller way.

The emergence of oral history triggered a change in the philosophy of historiog-
raphy.

The early pioneers of modern Western oral history have contributed to and in-
fluenced the development of modernized and popularized historiography since World
War Il. Their contributions are manifested in several ways.

1. The widespread use of oral history methods facilitated the study of specialized
histories in various fields and played a significant role in increasing historical sources,
thus broadening the field of study of history and adding new research methods.

2. Oral history is also far superior to traditional historiography in terms of the
breadth of social life that it interrogates, presents, and explores. Human activity is so
rich that even the most detailed documents and archives can only record a tiny frac-
tion of it. Traditional history books are filled with the evolution of social and political
systems, and most of what people have experienced, seen, heard, and known in their
lives cannot be recorded in history books, much less analyzed and explored in flesh-
and-blood cases. However, most of the authors of oral histories go to the people, in-

terview and investigate people's lives face to face, and conduct specialized in-depth
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discussions on historical issues, revealing historical doubts to the world in an in-depth
and simple form, commenting on the successes and failures of various people, and
making points about the changes of social systems in the past and present. The histo-
ry of ordinary people, social life, women, ethnic minorities, cities, communities, sci-
ence and technology, and even disasters are all subjects for in-depth research by oral
historians. In a sense, it can be said that traditional historiography is mainly the terri-
tory of the ruling class and elite figures, while oral history reveals the details of eve-
ryday life of ordinary people.

3. Modern oral history is not only a working method of historical research, but
also represents a new concept. It is a breakthrough from the tradition of writing histo-
ry mainly from written archives, centering on prominent figures, focusing on national
politics and upper-class life, and writing history more along the path of «top-downy.
Oral histories, on the other hand, retain the main line of «top-down» history writing,
while creating as many «bottom-up» lines of history writing around them as possible.
The authors of oral histories have gone into the people's lives and have approached
reality from multiple perspectives, while incorporating the conditions of the upper
social sphere, the lives of ordinary people, the changes in society, and the people's
perception of history into the study of oral history. The combination of «top-down
history and «bottom-up» history has been achieved. This has created a new pattern of
intersection of elegant and popular main lines in the field of history, and of linking
social and personal experiences.

4. The multifaceted participation, exploration, and examination of social life by
oral history research has widely elicited reactions from the public, and all segments
of society resonate strongly in the face of living oral history research. It also expands
the propaganda and educational functions of historiography. The educational aspect
has become the main function of historiography [11, c. 81].

A New Methodological System for Oral History Research. One of the major dif-
ferences between oral history, which has been rooted in the life of the general public
since its birth, and traditional historiography is that it always takes the life experienc-

es of people from all walks of life as the content of research. It is the realistic study of
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all kinds of people and events in oral history that forms the real picture of the devel-
opment of social history in all its dimensions. This has established the study of social
history as an important element of oral history research.

As early as the 1920s, the Chicago School of Sociology, which emerged in the
United States, adhered to the modern philosophy of pragmatism, which emphasizes
reality, efficacy, and empirical evidence, and pioneered the use of scientific methods
to study actual social life. In order to participate in social research, they first made a
research plan, then adopted the approach of going out and dividing the areas by asso-
ciations, communities, and even parishes, systematically interviewing people from all
walks of life by area, and interviewing the subjects directly to understand the histori-
cal development and current living conditions of certain social groups. Finally, the
results of the social surveys are filtered and analyzed to obtain oral evidence of the
social surveys. Many of their published sociological monographs have cited a large
number of oral histories, which have obviously become an important basis for their
sociological research [12, c. 136].

The new social history theory, based on the «bottom-up theory», proposes to
emphasize the influence of the cultural values and mentality of ordinary people on the
historical development of the group itself and of society as a whole. According to the
new social historians, different groups from the bottom of society have the ability to
develop their own subcultures and non-political behaviors, and to play a decisive role
in the areas they consider most important [7]. In their own research, oral historians
have also always been based on finding the dominant ideological tendencies that rep-
resent the majority of people in social life, or reflecting the people and events that can
influence the change of social institutions in each period as the focus, and have long
insisted on mining from them the sense of group culture of ordinary people and their
contribution to the development of the calendar. They laid the foundation for the later
trend of popularizing historical research. This bottom-up methodological trend fur-
ther broadened the research horizons of historians and opened up the field of histori-

cal research.
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Oral history is an academic discipline for the general public, and moreover an
academic way about people. And it is the plural people who are the object of study in
holistic historiography, and it is the plural people that historiography seeks to grasp.
This also constitutes the focus of oral history research. In terms of the developmental
dynamics of the human sciences, the contemporary social science research system is
under a general trend of re-diversification and integration. The processes of differen-
tiation and integration are constantly intersecting, with integration still in the fore-
front. A large number of cross-disciplinary disciplines or various sub-systems within
each discipline are being explored and integrated through the exploration of human
thought to achieve mutual reference and integration, forming a comprehensive unity.
Oral history is one of these integrated systems.

Contemporary researchers active in the field of oral history reveal the experi-
ences and emotions of the people of the past in the process of comprehensive exami-
nation of the social life history of the past years through interviews and surveys,
while the praise and criticism of the interviewees and the interviewers and their ex-
pectations for the future are also revealed. This is a good realization of the past being
extended in the present and the future being realized through the present, as pursued
by historical research. It is clear that oral history has a broad future by virtue of its

scientific, rational, comprehensive and comprehensive study of human society.
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